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which the D.G. had given previous permission upon an application from
the* Municipality. After Pandit Sri Ram's imprisonment, the President of
the local Congress Committee and the volunteers took possession of the
Town Hall on the 16th. A regular guard of volunteers was set up. The
volunteers took possession also of the four gates of the town and dis-
turbed the octroi arrangement. As soon as this news reached Rohtak, I
started for Jhajjar, for Lala Shyamlal was not present there, having gone
to Ferozepur-Jhirka to attend a Congress Committee meeting. The people
are even bent on violence. I advised them at night to remain non-violent,
which produced some effect. But an influential preacher of non-violence
is necessary to convert them. On the 18th night, at 8 p.m., some respect-
able citizens of the town called together the Congress workers and Munici-
pal Commissioners and tried to settle the matter amicably. All the elected
members excepting the President, who was absent, and two nominated
members of the Municipality, agreed to resign. And it was decided also
that the Town Hall would be under the control of the Congress Committee.
However, the matter will be finally settled at noon today. The volunteers
are still guarding the premises. The people have proclaimed by panchayati
a social boycott of the six witnesses who stood against Pandit Sri Ram, viz.,
the Tahsildar, Thanedar, Lambardar> and the President, Vice-President and
Secretary of the Municipal Committee. The Town Hall was erected with
public subscription in memory of the late Queen Victoria. For some 5
or 6 years it remained uncared for, but now for the last ten years or so,
the Municipality has taken charge of the building. If the settlement arrived
at the conference of the 18th night is not observed, popular excitement will
grow which may, I fear, ultimately lead to violence. The local leaders and
volunteers are unbending. I am writing this at 10 a.m. on the 19th. Please
guide us as to what to do by wire or by letter to the address at Rohtak.
Thus writes (the original is in Hindi) Lala Daulatram Gupta,
acting President of Rohtak District Congress Committee. The ac-
tion of the Congress workers in Jhajjar is audacious and inspiring.
But it is fraught with the greatest dagger. It has reached the
border line of violence and indiscipline. I can fully appreciate the
noble desire of the people to possess their own property. Munici-
palities are perhaps the greatest fraud palmed off upon India.
The Government has hitherto used them for consolidating its power.
But where the citizens are united, they can attain the muni-
cipal home rule in a moment. I have not yet described the quiet,
orderly and evolutionary revolution that is going on in three big
municipalities in the Bombay Presidency, viz., Ahmedabad, Surat
and Nadiad. Of that, some other time. It is not as yet a completed
picture. But Jhajjar will outpace the three municipalities, if it